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of making a profit. They know very well that the method
of working" is as uneconomical as dangerous. Some grind
through habit, because they have always ground ; others,
because they fear adulteration, which appears to them more
easily to hide in the paste than in the dry white lead. They
buy the latter, and to control its purity they treat a
portion with vinegar, which dissolves the plumbous com-
pound and leaves the insoluble sulphate of baryta. There
is no doubt that this class of painters would abandon
grinding if they knew that it sufficed to extract the
powder from the stiff paint by a little ether, and to
wash the deposit repeatedly by this solvent, to test the
residue as successfully as the powder itself which is
delivered to them. Be that as it may, it will suffice to
apply the requirements of the Royal Warrant of I3th
May 1905, or to introduce therein a section forbidding
painters to have in their workshops certain quantities
of white lead, to undergo the process of grinding, on
their premises. It is another affair, as regards the
manufacturer or the large wholesale colour merchant. It
seems to us very difficult to hinder a commercial man,
even though he be not a manufacturer, from practising
grinding, if he does so under good conditions. It appears
to us that an interdiction of this class would result in
securing to the white lead corroder a monopoly which
would seriously increase the profits of his business,
instead of causing or even allowing the manufacture of                   I]
white  lead  to   disappear.    The  law itself 'would charge                       ri
itself with assuring its prosperity and watching its
development. It would also be a rather uncommon
spectacle for an administration to proceed to reinforce